Summer Packet

6th Grade
Overview:

The 6th Grade Social Studies Unit explores ancient history from earliest human civilizations to the Age of Exploration. Students will be exposed to these areas by visiting museums, watching videos, and reading articles about ancient civilizations.

Instructions
Choose one of the following assignments:
1. Visit a museum and write examine various pieces on ancient history.
2. Visit the National geographic website or history channel website. Write a report about something you watched about ancient history. Or, write a report about one aspect of geography you learned from visiting the national geographic website.
3. Read an article about ancient history and write a report.     
See the remainder of the packet a full description of each assignment choice 

Assignment 1 Museum Report                                                                                                                                   

Choose a museum.  

Visit the website to confirm exibits and times( There are many museums in all the boroughs, for example: Bronx Historical Societyhttp://www.bronxhistoricalsociety.org/ or American Museum of Natural History http://www.amnh.org/)

Visit a museum in New York City. 

At the museum, the student looks at a piece that intrigue(s) him/her. You are allowed to report on more than 1 piece carefully for your report.  However, it must have something to do with ancient history. It is necessary to carefully examine the object(s) chosen and make a photograph or a sketch of it (them) to keep the visual image(s) for later reviews. 
The following questions might help while writing a museum report:

1. Identify the work.  The title? The date? Do you know the medium (material) that was used? Has the piece been damaged or repaired in any way? What do you think may have caused this damage? 
2. During what time period and where was the work created? Discuss what was going on in the cultural, political, economic, or social spheres at the time it was produced which may, or may not have affected its production.

3. What is the subject depicted? What is its meaning? Is the subject recognizable to you? Do you think it would have been recognizable to the people during the time in which it was created? Are there any symbols apparent? If so, what are they? Are they symbols which are understandable to you, or to the people in the society in which the piece was made?

4. Was the piece commissioned by a king or ruler? Or produced for a temple? Did the object have a purpose in this culture (e.g. a harp played at funerals, or a vessel for storing wine)? 
General recommendations for writing a museum report:

· An introduction, body and conclusion are usually required.
· Visual images of the art piece (a post card, photograph or a sketch) included

· Intellectual analysis which demonstrates research and effort

· Correct grammar and spelling, careful proofreading
Assignment 2

Go the Historychannel.com. Watch one of the following video on the, “Mankind the story of all of us”, from the history channel and then answer the questions.

MANKIND THE STORY OF ALL OF US: EPISODE GUIDE

Episode 1: Inventors

 Liquid water and fire, known to exist only on Earth, allow mankind to thrive. Threatened by extinction, we use our defining powers to innovate.

Farming is invented, animals are domesticated, small towns and cities emerge and networks of trade

and communication blossom. The written word enables new advances in technology and engineering,

including stunning structures and monuments such as the Pyramids and Stonehenge. Yet disease and

warfare also emerge, creating enormous challenges even as the population continues to grow.

Keys Include: Fire, Water, Domestication of Animals, Farming, Writing, Trade

Terms to define: agriculture, domesticate, entrepreneur, fertile, flourish, olfactory, stereoscopic,

dexterous, micro-climate

Episode 2: Iron Men

Tthe discovery of iron and its incredible uses helps mankind create new ways of life. Armed

with metal tools, humans construct new societies and amazing vessels. Early forms of government,

including democracy in Athens, help guide us. Humans develop monotheistic religions including Judaism,

Christianity and Islam. People power shapes the world, as warfare continues to divide us.

Keys Include: Alphabet, Iron, Democracy, Monotheism, Ship building

Terms to define: city-state, democracy, progress, magnetic field, nomadic,

self-determination, tyranny, 

Episode 3: Empires

Huge engineering projects help spark intricate cities that transform the lives of millions of people.

The spread of Christianity and other religions reveals the increasing interconnectedness of mankind.

The greatest mega-city on earth, Rome, becomes an engine of expansion while China builds

an empire on the other side of the world. A vast network of roads and shipping lanes

allows goods and ideas to flow across three continents. Mankind is connected like never

before—this is the birth of globalization.

Keys Include: Roads, Concrete, Trade, Silk, Communication

Terms to define: allegiance, amphibious, conquest, convert, dissident, imperial,

Merchant.

                                    Questions/ Activity

1. What is the title of this video? In other words, what is it about? 

2.  How did you find watching this video? Did you learn a lot? Was the video interesting?

3.  What does the video reveal?

4.  Write a detailed summary or report of on what you learned from this video.
Or 

Visit the Website on the National Geographic.com and watch a movie on the following
-Natural disasters 

-Fresh water

-Energy

-Habitats

                 Questions for watching video from National Geographic.com

1. What is the title of this video? In other words, what is it about? 

2.  How did you find watching this video? Did you learn a lot? Was the video interesting?

3.  What does the video reveal?

4.  Write a summary of on what you learned from this video?

All writing pieces must:

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

·    Introduce a topic

·    Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
· Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

· Provide a concluding statement
· Produce clear and coherent writing including a beginning, middle, and ending
Assignment 3                          

Read the following article about ancient history.  
Respond to the following guiding questions in an essay 
Guiding Questions:

1. What was the article about?
2. Where did you find the article?
3. Did you find the article interesting?
4. Write a summary about what you learned about ancient history from this article.

All writing pieces must:

·    Introduce a topic

·    Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
· Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

· Provide a concluding statement
· Be clear and coherent writing including a beginning, middle, and ending
**********************************************************

Egyptian Pyramids                                                       

http://www.history.com/topics/the-egyptian-pyramids
Built during a time when Egypt was one of the richest and most powerful civilizations in the world, the pyramids—especially the Great Pyramids of Giza—are some of the most magnificent man-made structures in history. Their massive scale reflects the unique role that the pharaoh, or king, played in ancient Egyptian society. Though pyramids were built from the beginning of the Old Kingdom to the close of the Ptolemaic period in the fourth century A.D., the peak of pyramid building began with the late third dynasty and continued until roughly the sixth (c. 2325 B.C.). More than 4,000 years later, the Egyptian pyramids still retain much of their majesty, providing a glimpse into the country's rich and glorious past.

The Pharaoh in Egyptian Society

During the third and fourth dynasties of the Old Kingdom, Egypt enjoyed tremendous economic prosperity and stability. Kings held a unique position in Egyptian society. Somewhere in between human and divine, they were believed to have been chosen by the gods to serve as mediators between them and the people on earth. Because of this, it was in everyone's interest to keep the king's majesty intact even after his death, when he was believed to become Osiris, god of the dead. The new pharaoh, in turn, became Horus, the falcon-god who served as protector of the sun-god, Ra. 

Ancient Egyptians believed that when the king died, part of his spirit (known as "ka") remained with his body. To properly care for his spirit, the corpse was mummified, and everything the king would need in the afterlife was buried with him, including gold vessels, food, furniture and other offerings. The pyramids became the focus of a cult of the dead king that was supposed to continue well after his death. Their riches would provide not only for him, but also for the relatives, officials and priests who were buried near him.

The Early Pyramids

From the beginning of the Dynastic Era (2950 B.C.), royal tombs were carved into rock and covered with flat-roofed rectangular structures known as "mastabas," which were precursors to the pyramids. The oldest known pyramid in Egypt was built around 2630 B.C. at Saqqara, for the third dynasty's King Djoser. Known as the Step Pyramid, it began as a traditional mastaba but grew into something much more ambitious. As the story goes, the pyramid's architect was Imhotep, a priest and healer who some 1,400 years later would be deified as the patron saint of scribes and physicians. Over the course of Djoser's nearly 20-year reign, pyramid builders assembled six stepped layers of stone (as opposed to mud-brick, like most earlier tombs) that eventually reached a height of 204 feet (62 meters); it was the tallest building of its time. The Step Pyramid was surrounded by a complex of courtyards, temples and shrines, where Djoser would enjoy his afterlife.

After Djoser, the stepped pyramid became the norm for royal burials, although none of those planned by his dynastic successors were completed (probably due to their relatively short reigns). The earliest tomb constructed as a "true" (smooth-sided, not stepped) pyramid was the Red Pyramid at Dahshur, one of three burial structures built for the first king of the fourth dynasty, Sneferu (2613-2589 B.C.) It was named for the color of the limestone blocks used to construct the pyramid's core.

The Great Pyramids of Giza

No pyramids are more celebrated than the Great Pyramids of Giza, located on a plateau on the west bank of the Nile River, on the outskirts of modern-day Cairo. The oldest and largest of the three pyramids at Giza, known as the Great Pyramid, is the only surviving structure out of the famed seven wonders of the ancient world. It was built for Khufu (Cheops, in Greek), Sneferu's successor and the second of the eight kings of the fourth dynasty. Though Khufu reigned for 23 years (2589-2566 B.C.), relatively little is known of his reign beyond the grandeur of his pyramid. The sides of the pyramid's base average 755.75 feet (230 meters), and its original height was 481.4 feet (147 meters), making it the largest pyramid in the world. Three small pyramids built for Khufu's queens are lined up next to the Great Pyramid, and a tomb was found nearby containing the empty sarcophagus of his mother, Queen Hetepheres. Like other pyramids, Khufu's is surrounded by rows of mastabas, where relatives or officials of the king were buried to accompany and support him in the afterlife.

The middle pyramid at Giza was built for Khufu's son Khafre (2558-2532 B.C). A unique feature built inside Khafre's pyramid complex was the Great Sphinx, a guardian statue carved in limestone with the head of a man and the body of a lion. It was the largest statue in the ancient world, measuring 240 feet long and 66 feet high. In the 18th dynasty (c. 1500 B.C.) the Great Sphinx would come to be worshiped itself, as the image of a local form of the god Horus. The southernmost pyramid at Giza was built for Khafre's son Menkaure (2532-2503 B.C.). It is the shortest of the three pyramids (218 feet) and is a precursor of the smaller pyramids that would be constructed during the fifth and sixth dynasties.

Approximately 2.3 million blocks of stone (averaging about 2.5 tons each) had to be cut, transported and assembled to build Khufu's Great Pyramid. The ancient Greek historian Herodotus wrote that it took 20 years to build and required the labor of 100,000 men, but later archaeological evidence suggests that the workforce might actually have been around 20,000. Though some popular versions of history held that the pyramids were built by slaves or foreigners forced into labor, skeletons excavated from the area show that the workers were probably native Egyptian agricultural laborers who worked on the pyramids during the time of year when the Nile River flooded much of the land nearby.

The End of the Pyramid Era

Pyramids continued to be built throughout the fifth and sixth dynasties, but the general quality and scale of their construction declined over this period, along with the power and wealth of the kings themselves. In the later Old Kingdom pyramids, beginning with that of King Unas (2375-2345 B.C), pyramid builders began to inscribe written accounts of events in the king's reign on the walls of the burial chamber and the rest of the pyramid's interior. Known as pyramid texts, these are the earliest significant religious compositions known from ancient Egypt.

The last of the great pyramid builders was Pepy II (2278-2184 B.C.), the second king of the sixth dynasty, who came to power as a young boy and ruled for 94 years. By the time of his rule, Old Kingdom prosperity was dwindling, and the pharaoh had lost some of his quasi-divine status as the power of non-royal administrative officials grew. Pepy II's pyramid, built at Saqqara and completed some 30 years into his reign, was much shorter (172 feet) than others of the Old Kingdom. With Pepy's death, the kingdom and strong central government virtually collapsed, and Egypt entered a turbulent phase known as the First Intermediate Period. Later kings, of the 12th dynasty, would return to pyramid building during the so-called Middle Kingdom phase, but it was never on the same scale as the Great Pyramids. 

The Pyramids Today 

Tomb robbers and other vandals in both ancient and modern times removed most of the bodies and funeral goods from Egypt's pyramids and plundered their exteriors as well. Stripped of most of their smooth white limestone coverings, the Great Pyramids no longer reach their original heights; Khufu's, for example, measures only 451 feet high. Nonetheless, millions of people continue to visit the pyramids each year, drawn by their towering grandeur and the enduring allure of Egypt's rich and glorious past. 

	
	
	


Classical Greece

http://www.history.com/topics/classical-greece
The term “classical Greece” refers to the period between the Persian Wars at the beginning of the fifth century B.C. and the rise of Alexander the Great in 323 B.C. The classical period was an era of war and conflict—first between the Greeks and the Persians, then between the Athenians and the Spartans—but it was also an era of unprecedented political and cultural achievement. Besides the Parthenon and Greek tragedy, classical Greece brought us the historian Herodotus, the physician Hippokrates and the philosopher Socrates. It also brought us the political reforms that are ancient Greece’s most enduring contribution to the modern world: the system known as demokratia, or “rule by the people.”
Persian Wars

Led by Athens and Sparta, the Greek city-states were engaged in a great war with the Persian Empire at the beginning of the fifth century B.C. In 498 B.C., Greek forces sacked the Persian city of Sardis. In 490 B.C., the Persian king sent a naval expedition across the Aegean to attack Athenian troops at Marathon. Despite a resounding Athenian victory there, the Persians did not give up. In 480 B.C., the new Persian king sent a massive army across the Hellespont to Thermopylae, where 60,000 Persian troops defeated 5,000 Greeks. The year after that, however, the Greeks defeated the Persians for good at the battle of Salamis.

The Rise of Athens

The defeat of the Persians marked the beginning of Athenian political, economic, and cultural dominance. In 507 B.C., the Athenian nobleman Cleisthenes had overthrown the last of the autocratic tyrants and devised a new system of citizen self-governance that he called demokratia. In Cleisthenes’ democratic system, every male citizen older than 18 was eligible to join the ekklesia, or Assembly, the sovereign governing body of Athens. Other legislators were chosen randomly by lot, not by election. And in this democracy, officials were sworn to act “according to the laws what is best for the people.”

However, demokratia did not mean that Athens approached her relationships with other Greek city-states with anything approaching egalitarianism. To protect far-flung Greek territories from Persian interference, Athens organized a confederacy of allies that it called the Delian League in 478 B.C. Athens was clearly in charge of this coalition; as a result, most Delian League dues wound up in the city-state’s own treasury, where they helped make Athens into a wealthy imperial power.

Athens Under Pericles

In the 450s, the Athenian general Pericles consolidated his own power by using all that tribute money to serve the citizens of Athens, rich and poor. (Generals were among the only public officials in Athens who were elected, not appointed, and who could keep their jobs for more than one year.) For example, Pericles paid modest wages to jurors and members of the ekklesia so that, in theory, everyone who was eligible could afford to participate in the public life of the demokratia.

Art and Architecture

Pericles also used the tribute money to support Athenian artists and thinkers. For instance, he paid to rebuild the parts of Athens that the Persian Wars had destroyed. The result was the magnificent Parthenon, a new temple in honor of the goddess Athena at the Acropolis. (Pericles also oversaw the construction of the temple at Hephaestos, the Odeion concert hall, and the temple of Poseidon at Attica.)

Likewise, Pericles paid for the annual production of comedic and dramatic plays at the Acropolis. (Wealthy people offset some of these costs by paying voluntary taxes called liturgies.) Dramatists like Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides and the comic playwright Aristophanes all won a great deal of renown for their depictions of relationships between men and gods, citizens and polis, and fate and justice.

These plays, like the Parthenon, still epitomize the cultural achievements of classical Greece. Along with the histories of Herodotus and Thucydides and the ideas of the physician Hippokrates, they are defined by logic, pattern and order, and they have in common a faith in humanism above all else. These are the attributes that today aer associated with the art, the culture and even the politics of the era.

The Peloponnesian War

Unfortunately, none of these cultural achievements translated into political stability. Athenian imperialism had alienated its partners in the Delian League, particularly Sparta, and this conflict played out in the decades-long Peloponnesian War (431–404 B.C.).

The eventual Spartan victory in the Peloponnesian War meant that Athens lost its political primacy, but Athenian cultural life—the essence of classical Greece—continued apace in the fourth century B.C.. By the second half of the century, however, disorder reigned within the former Athenian empire. This disorder made possible the conquest of Greece by the Macedonian kings Philip II and his son, Alexander the Great (338–323 B.C.)—a conquest that marked the end of the classical period.

