Pablo Casals M.S. 181 

7th Grade Social Studies Summer Assignment
Directions:  Choose an explorer to research from the list provided (see attachment).    Create an informational book on a European explorer of your choice.  Address critical analysis questions in your book.  Include the book elements outlined in Part I of the task.  

Background Information:

The Age of Exploration officially began in the early 15th century and lasted until the 17th century.  It started with the first trips by sea around the southern tip of Africa and with Columbus’ voyages to the Americas. The period is characterized as a time when Europeans began exploring the world by sea in search of trading partners, new goods, and new trade routes.  In addition, some explorers set sail to simply learn more about the world. Whatever their reasons though, the information gained during the Age of Exploration significantly helped in the advancement of geographic knowledge.  The resulting interaction among the peoples of Europe, Africa, and the Americas changed the world.  
Part I
	Book Elements
	Points

	Front cover – include title, author, and an illustration.


	20

	Back cover – include a synopsis (summary).


	20

	Table of contents – a list of the book contents, arranged by chapter or section. Indicate the page number for each section.


	20

	Glossary – consists of a set of definitions of words of importance to the work.  Define bolded words in the glossary.


	10

	Pictures/charts/maps with captions.
	15

	Discretionary points based on overall creativity, quality, and content.
	15


Part II

	Address the following critical analysis questions within your book:
	 Points 

	Why is this explorer significant to the Age of Exploration?


	20

	Why did he willing leave the familiar and embark on a treacherous journey that did not guarantee a successful outcome?  Explain the impetus (driving force) behind his decision.


	20

	How did he demonstrate resilience in the face of challenges/hardships?  What does his response to challenges/hardships reveal about his character?


	20

	How did his findings directly impact future explorations?


	20

	What does his life tell about the time period?


	20


The following includes resources to help you complete this assignment:

Video on how to make a book: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-vNiyexqeU
http://www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/how-to-make-a-book.html
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Homemade-Book
http://www.diynetwork.com/how-to/how-to-make-sketchbooks-journals-and-idea-books/index.html
Sample of student work:
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Standards:

Writing Standard 2:  Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.  In history, students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical import.

Writing Standard 7:  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
